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Venus next expressed: Venus rises in this assembly quite
in the manner attributed to her in the ancient poets;
thus we see in VIRGIL that she is all mildness, and at
every word breathes ambrosia;
... At non Venus aurea contra,
Pauca refert. . . ,43
She is to speak upon this occasion, as well as in the case
produced from the JEneid, in favour of a much loved
son, though indeed we cannot say that she has been
quite so kind to Hillario, as formerly she was to -Sineas,
it being evident that she has not bestowed upon him
that lustre of youthful bloom, and that liquid radiance
of the eye, which she is said to have given the pious
Trojan.
.....Lumenque juventae
Purpureum, et laetos oculis afflavit honores.44
On the contrary Venus here talks of his black self,
which makes it suspected that she reconciled herself
to this hue, out of a compliment to Vulcan, of whom
she has frequent favours to solicit: and perhaps it may
appear hereafter, that she procured a sword for our
hero from the celestial blacksmith's forge. One thing
is not a little surprising, that while Venus speaks on the
side of Hillario, she should omit the real utility he has
been of to the cause of love by his experience as an
apothecary, of which, he himself hath told us, several
have profited; and it should be remembered at the
same time, that he actually has employed his person
in the service of Venus, and has now offspring of the
amorous congress. It is moreover notorious, that having,
in his elegant language, tasted of the cool stream, he